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“The Prayer”
Acts 4:23-31

Sermon Series Title: “Church Beginnings”

Sermon Series Summary: From now until around Easter, we will be in the book of 
Acts, covering chapters 1-12. After the Ascension of Jesus Christ, we see the NT 
church being born by the power of the Holy Spirit. Through this series, we see the 
church being built, the kingdom going forth, and the gospel being proclaimed.

Setting: The book of Acts is a transitional book between the resurrection of Jesus 
and the established local churches of the epistles. With Jesus’ call to the church in 
Acts 1, we see how the gospel spreads to Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the end of 
the earth.

Summary: After being told to not speak of Jesus anymore, the disciples and the 
church are driven to prayer. They pray according to Psalm 2, speaking of the 
creation, sovereignty, and judgment of God. Praying biblically leads them to pray 
boldly, knowing who God is and what His will is. They can pray in belief, knowing 
God is with them because of Christ.

Sermon Points:

1. Praying Biblically
2. Praying Boldly
3. Praying in Belief

Main Idea: “Persecution and pain lead God’s people to pray in Christ.”

Before you read the passage…

1. What would you do if you were just persecuted for your faith?

(Answers may vary.)

We see the response of Peter, John, and the church after they are persecuted for 
proclaiming Christ in the first part of the chapter. Persecution leads them to 
prayer.
 
Read Acts 4:23-31

1. What does our passage teach us about prayer?
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(First, it teaches us that we are called to pray when we face hardship, even 
persecution. We don’t see the church devising ways to overthrow the church or to defy 
the authorities. Instead, they go to God in prayer. We are to go to God in prayer 
through every hardship and joy. We go to God in prayer, knowing that God is the One 
hears and cares.

Second, they pray the character of God. V. 24 calls upon God as Sovereign Lord. It’s an 
appropriate name, since it’s so easy to question God’s sovereignty during times of 
suffering. They also recall God’s creation. They cast their eyes on the greatness and the 
centrality of God. As they do so, everything else is put into their place, including our 
hardship. Our God is Creator. It’s about Him. He’s greater and more powerful than the 
authorities over us.

Third, it teaches us to pray biblically. We are called to pray according to God’s will, 
praying His words back to Him. We see in the Poetry section of Scripture that going to 
God with our emotions is biblical. But we don’t stay there. God leads us to worship Him 
and to be centered on Christ. Praying His Word is to pray according to His will, resting 
on His promises and aligning our hearts with Him, which we have been created for.

Lastly, it teaches us to pray with hope. This hope isn’t blind. It’s based on the Scripture 
and character of God.)

2. What does our passage teach us about our faith?

(If we know and believe God’s character and will, found in His Word, we can be bold 
with our prayers and bold with our faith. We know He is for us, and we know our 
purpose and calling. We know God’s will, and we know His promises. We can trust in 
God’s love and mercy everyday.

This is possible for us because of Christ. Jesus is the One who was bold about His 
prayers and faith, and it led to His death, which was for our salvation. He trusted in 
God’s purpose and calling for Him and obeyed to the point of death on the cross. And 
because of His person and work, we know every promise has their yes and amen in 
Christ.

Because of our faith, we don’t have to fear or worry. We can be bold about our faith 
and rest in His sovereignty. We can live, both prayerfully and biblically.)

Final Thoughts: Prayer is the way we talk to and commune with God. He delights in 
our prayers, since we are abiding in Him. We don’t pray according to our idols, but we 
pray, trusting in His character and word. He is the source of worship and delight for us. 
Christ’s life, death, and resurrection is an embodiment of God’s heart, character, and 
will. Because of Christ, we are able to pray biblically, boldly, and in faith even in 
suffering, as we live for His glory.


